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NASA Exoplanet Exploration Program

Purpose described in

2014 NASA Science Plan

1. Discovering planets around other stars 

2. Characterizing their properties 

3. Identifying candidates that could 

harbor life 
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The Search for Life in our Galaxy 
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Question:  What is Kepler?



WFIRST / AFTA Microlensing for Exoplanets
Completes the Census Begun by Kepler



WFIRST / AFTA
Dark Energy, IR Survey, Exoplanet Census, Imaging and Spectroscopy



Coronagraph Masks (Internal Occulters)

Technologies for High-Contrast Imaging
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Starshades (External Occulters)

Technologies for High Contrast Imaging

11



Exo-S Final Report to 

NASA APS - March 18, 
© 2015 California Institute of Technology



Where will exploration take us in 100 years?

Introducing the Exoplanet Travel Bureau

Next Travel Poster:  8/3 Release
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